28	THE PRINCIPLES OF
which the whole is built. The fear has frequently been expressed
that this system will tend to destroy individuality. From much
observation I can state that the contrary is the case. The society
that is aimed at is of a very high type and can only be achieved
when individuals are very highly developed. The economic
security for the individual, the longer educational period allowed
to all children, the flexibility of the system, and the very virulent
" change microbe " which lives in the whole Soviet system, as
well as the great leeway the Soviets have to make up in all
directions, give ample scope and encouragement for the develop-
ment of initiative and individuality. The possibilities for the
development of this individuality are within reach of all the
children of the country and not merely of a small number of the
privileged class. The facilities for art, music, drama, cinema, for
higher education of all kinds, for self-expression in the arts and
crafts which are free to every child of the more advanced
republics and are rapidly being extended to such distant places
as northern Yakutsk and Tadjhikistan, should dispose of the
fear that, under Communism, individuality will disappear.
Nowhere can one see such a variety of children's activities on so
vast a scale, so much scope for every child's interest, as in the
U.S.S.R.
The Communist leaders have succeeded in inspiring the
children with the belief in the possibility of building Com-
munism here and now. This generation which is training for
citizensltip of a Socialist country, though it lacks the apparent
variety of political opinions to be found in similar generations of
other countries, has a freshness of outlook, a faith in itself, in its
power to change society for the better, an enthusiasm for the
Communist ideal, which proves a very exhilarating experience
for anyone who comes into contact with it.
Political Education. Just as education concerns politics and
economics, so do these concern education. As has been pointed
out by others, the Russian word for education, Prosvestchenye
enlightenment, which word correctly describes what in the
Is understood by education. It aims at producing a

